
“This is an incredible 
community and I 
wholeheartedly believe 
in the District’s mission, 
vision and core values.”

I feel grateful and privileged to be 
your new Superintendent of Schools.

I have had the pleasure of getting 
to know many of you during 
my previous 5 ½ years in the 
District and am looking forward 
to continuing to build on the 
partnerships we have established 
while building new connections in 
the future.

As we begin this new journey, I 
would like to share a few things 
about me and the next steps we will 
be taking together.

About me:
I live in Palmyra with my husband 

JJ and my two children, Jackson 
and Tessa. Jackson is currently a 
freshman at University of Delaware 
and Tessa is a senior at Pal-Mac. We 
love to spend time outdoors together 
camping and hiking. We have lots of 
animals - alpacas, chickens, dogs and 
a cat - who keep us all on our toes! 

Work Experience:
I started my career as a biology 

and astronomy teacher in Idaho. 
We moved back to New York and 
I worked as a science teacher in 
Sodus, teaching mostly Living 
Environment and Science 8. After 
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teaching for seven years, I moved 
into the staff developer role. In 
this role I mentored new teachers 
and led district-wide professional 
development. After completing my 
administrative certificate, I served as 
the Intermediate School principal at 
Sodus for three years. After 13 years 
serving the Sodus Central School 
District, I became the Elementary 
School principal at Marion in August 
2017. In addition, I also teach a 
course at University of Rochester on 
science teaching methods. I love to 
teach this course as it keeps me “in 
the game” and allows me to try out 
new instructional strategies.

As an educator I believe:
All students deserve access to 

high quality education, regardless of 
the zip code in which they grow up.

Rural schools are unique and 
valuable learning spaces that 

are often overlooked and under-
resourced.

The reciprocal arrangement of 
teaching and learning is both the art 
and science of education.

As Marion Superintendent:
I am so honored to be the next 

superintendent at Marion. This 
is an incredible community and 
I wholeheartedly believe in the 
District’s mission, vision and core 
values. I hope I exemplify those core 
values each day in my interactions 
with students, staff and community 
members. We have accomplished 
so much as a District and I look 
forward to helping us grow our 
achievements in the future! If you 
have any questions or concerns, 
please feel free to reach out to me 
via email at elloyd@marioncs.org.

Sincerely, Dr. Ellen Lloyd
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Q&A with Dr. Ellen Lloyd
Dr. Ellen Lloyd was appointed by the Board of Education in December and became 

Superintendent of Schools for the Marion Central School District on Feb. 1.
Dr. Lloyd served as principal at Marion Elementary School for 5 ½ years before 

becoming superintendent. 
She took a few moments to share her thoughts on several topics.

What will be your top priorities as 
Superintendent?

“I will focus on building true 
partnerships across our community, 
our county, and our state so we can 
become a model community school 
that supports the development of 
the whole child.”

Having been in the District for 5½ 
years, what are some areas where 
you would like to see improvement?

“It is important for us to continue 
to dig into our data to help ensure 
all of our students have equitable 
experiences at school. We also 
must find unique ways to continue 
to grow our programming and 
opportunities for our students, even 

though we are a small District.”

You have experience at the 
elementary, intermediate and high 
school levels, how will those help 
you in your new role? 

“These experiences have given me 
a PK-12 perspective on education. 
I can relate to students and 
teachers across all grade levels, 
which is essential in being able 
to understand where we are as a 
District and continue to move us 
forward.”

What are your thoughts on the 
Whole Child Framework approach 
that Marion has in place? 

“Schools provide students with 
so much more than just academic 

skills. In order for children to develop 
fully and achieve their very best 
outcomes, we need to support the 
development of the whole child. 
Utilizing the Whole Child Framework 
allows us to build programming and 
set building goals around making 
sure all kids are healthy, safe, 
supported, engaged and challenged.”

Who were some of your biggest 
influences in education?

“My parents who were both 
educators. Also Jenny Lange, 
the director of a summer camp I 
worked at all through college, who 
taught me the importance of seeing 
children as whole people in order to 
be responsive to their needs.” 

Now some fun favorites.
What is your favorite family vacation spot? 

“We do lots of camping. My husband’s family is all in the state of 
Wyoming, so we go out west every other summer. Probably our favorite 
camping spots so far have been the North Rim of the Grand Canyon 
and the Bighorn Mountains in Wyoming.” 

Favorite flavor of ice cream? 
“Pretty much anything from Spotted Duck Creamery in Penn 

Yan. I love their ice cream and I love going there and 
watching the ducks!”

Favorite band?
“I don’t think I have one favorite band. I like all kinds of music.  

I do like to listen to music loudly in my car on my ride to work. I use it to psych 
myself up for my day!” 

Favorite words to live by?
“There are two gifts we can give our children, one is roots and the other is wings.” 

Photos on this page - Top: Camping at Saranac Lake Islands. Above left: One of Lloyd’s pet alpacas. Above right:Hiking at Vedauwoo in Wyoming.
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Faith Rinella  
Grade 12 

Q: How do you 
plan on interacting 
with the Board of 
Education?

A: “In terms of interacting with the Board of Education, I think I will be taking some 
time to get to know the Board, both as people and in terms of their Board function and 
Board priorities. So, spending time to chat with the Board about what their vision is for 
the District and how we can work together to achieve those goals.”

Joseph Casper  
Grade 11

Q: Why are you 
so interested in 
science?

A: “I am definitely a science person. I taught science at the high school level, but I think 
that my interest in science really just comes from growing up and spending a ton of 
time outside, being in the woods, camping, hiking and playing outside with my brother. 
I think that is where my science interest got started.” 

Maria James  
Grade 10

Q: What is your 
favorite thing 
about the school 
district?

A: “I think what I like best about Marion is that we are small. I really value being able to 
go through the hallways and know the students by name and to know the adults; I think 
it makes it have a nice family and community feel here.” 

Lydia McKay  
Grade 9

Q: What is your 
favorite part about 
the community?

A: “Similar to my favorite part about Marion as a school district, one of my favorite 
things about the community is that it is small and I feel like I have had the chance to 
make lots of connections with community members, with parents and with community 
organizations like the food pantry or the library. I appreciate that this is a place where 
I feel like I can be out in the community and know people and also have the time and 
space to get to know new people.” 

Jacob Graham  
Grade 8

Q: What is your 
favorite food?

A: “Tacos, all the way around. I love taco bar.”

Peyton DeLyser,  
Grade 7

Q: What was your 
favorite sport to 
play growing up?

A: “In terms of my own sports, I played tennis and basketball in high school and when 
I was in college I played rugby. In terms of sports now, I feel like I am a good sports 
watcher. I really enjoy college basketball and I enjoy a lot of swimming. … Doing sports 
myself right now, yoga is where it’s at. That is my low-impact sport that I can handle.”  

Ainsley Fenn,  
Grade 6

Q: What are you 
looking forward to 
most in your new 
job?

A: “I am going to be looking forward to new responsibilities, a new bigger perspective 
thinking about the District as a whole instead of just the Elementary School as a 
building and the chance to broaden my personal and professional network here.” 

Kalan Zornow  
Grade 6

Q: What are you 
going to miss 
most about 
Marion Elementary 
School?

A: “That’s totally easy. I am going to miss the kids so much. I loved getting to know all 
of the students down here, spending time with the  students and getting to know them 
as people and I am going to miss that. Hopefully, I will still get to spend lots of time 
over here.” 

Atlas Griffin  
Grade 2

Q: What did you 
like most about 
MES?

A: “I think that the people are the best thing about MES – the students and the 
teachers. This is such a special place where everyone really does their very best to 
work together and make it such a special and caring school environment.”  

Addison Bartlett  
Grade 2

Q: What is your 
favorite color?

A: “Blue is definitely my favorite color.” 

STUDENT Q&A: ASK DR. LLOYD
Ten Marion Central School District students shared their questions for new Superintendent Dr. Ellen Lloyd.  
Their questions, and her responses, are below:
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Don Bavis worked in education for more than 
30 years and some of his fondest memories 
occurred during the almost seven years he served 
as Superintendent for the Marion 
Central School District.

Bavis started his career in 
education as a school psychologist 
in the Palmyra-Macedon Central 
School District in 1990. He became 
Pal-Mac’s Coordinator of Special 
Education in 1999 and was named 
Principal of Macedon Elementary 
School in 2000.

He moved on to become Principal 
of Cobbles Elementary School in 
Penfield in 2006 before coming to 
Marion in February of 2016. Bavis 
announced his retirement last June and served as 
interim superintendent from July 12, 2022 through 
Jan. 31. 2023.

He said his time at Marion has been special.
“It is mostly about the people that I have met and 

had the opportunity to work with,” he said. “I don’t think 
that the faculty and staff here necessarily appreciate 
how good they are, largely because many of them have 
been here throughout their entire careers. But, when you 
come here from the outside, you see how good they are 
and you appreciate it.” 

The Board of Education showed its appreciation to 
Bavis by presenting him with an honorary diploma at his 
final meeting.

“Don has been a great asset to Marion,” Board of 
Education President Robert Marshall said in a statement 
read at the meeting. “I am grateful for all of the time and 
effort that he has put into our school and everything 
that was accomplished during his time here.”

Marion Junior-Senior High School Principal Shane 
Dehn used the words calm, strategic, innovative, 
confidence-invoking, supportive and humorous to 
describe Bavis.

“Don believed in his people and set them in the right 
direction, then got out of  the way,” Dehn said. “He was 
a pleasure to work for. He is also hilarious and we will 
dearly miss his sense of humor.”

While reflecting on his time at Marion, Bavis said 

he was most proud of the District’s 
commitment to personalized learning 
and its response to COVID.

“The kickoff celebration that we 
did for personalized learning was 
exciting because it was clear that we 
were taking a whole new approach,” 
Bavis said.

That approach included what Bavis calls his “Empathy 
Interviews” where he interviewed 100 different people 
over the course of 100 days. 

 “The Agriculture Technology program that we have 
now is a direct result of the interviews that I did at that 
time,” Bavis said. “Empathy is having the ability to see 
things from someone else’s point of view. You can send 
out a survey to everybody, but that is not the same as 
sitting down and having a conversation with somebody.” 

Marion was one of 114 districts across the nation to be 
accepted into the League of Innovative Schools in 2017.

“What’s nice about a town like Marion is that it is a small 
boat and you can turn it around pretty quickly,” Bavis said.

Bavis also praised his administrative team and staff 
for its work in implementing a hybrid learning plan for 
the 2020-21 school year that ensured students were in 
school every day. 

“The expectations of the administrative team are very 
high,” Bavis said. “They expect to have the very best 
staff and the work that they did to stay open during 
COVID was amazing.”

Bavis is also proud of the work that has been done on 
school facilities during his tenure and the pride that the 
community has in the Orange and Black.

 “Small but mighty,” Bavis said, echoing a phrase that 
can often be heard in Marion. “I think that is a source of 
pride here. Just because we are small does not mean 
we cannot provide a world-class education.”

THANK YOU, MR. BAVIS 
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MARION PARTICIPATES IN NATIONAL FFA CONVENTION

Marion High School student Rebecca VanCamp and Marion FFA 
adviser Mrs. Lachnor joined representatives from other schools 
from New York FFA District 8 (Finger Lakes Region) on a week-
long trip to the National FFA Convention in Indianapolis.

The trip included stops for tours at Niagara Falls, an FFA 
student-run farm, elk farm and a fish farm. They also completed 
community service for the Akron (Ohio) Zoo.

While at convention, they got to watch competitions, go on 
local tours, complete workshops, and attend a concert and rodeo 
among many other things. They also cheered on local students 
as they received national recognition for their projects and skills. 
Nearly 70,000 members from all 50 states and two territories 
attended the convention. 

CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATE 
Significant progress has been made this school year on a $14 million capital project approved 
by Marion Central School District voters in December of 2020. 

Since the summer, the following items have 
been completed:
• A new scoreboard with new electric 

service has been installed on the soccer 
field and track.

• The public address system at Marion 
Elementary School has been replaced.

• A new card access entry with open door 
alert has been installed at both Marion 
Elementary, Marion Junior-Senior High 
School and the bus garage.

• New bleachers have been installed in the 
Elementary School gym.

• Hallway and classroom ceiling 
lights have been completed at Marion 
Elementary.

• Restrooms, the guidance and counseling 
offices and the nurse’s office at Marion 
Elementary have been refurbished.

• New ceilings and lights in the outer 
classrooms around the library and main 
office area have been added at the 
Junior-Senior High School.

• The new playground has been completed 
at Marion Elementary.

• New restrooms have been completed at 
the Junior-Senior High School.

• The storage building at the Junior-Senior 
High School has been completed, freeing 
up additional teaching space for our 
Agriculture Education programs.

• The gym floor at Marion Junior-Senior 
High School has been refinished.

The following aspects of the project remain:
• A new system fire alarm at Marion 

Elementary.
• Refinishing the gym floor at Marion 

Elementary.
• A new elevator at Marion Elementary.
• New message boards at the Elementary 

and Junior-Senior High Schools
• New ceilings and lights for the High 

School main office and guidance offices.
• New hallway carpet at the High School to 

match the newer existing carpet.
• New outside entry doors at the High 

School by the District Office.
• Masonry work at both the High School 

and Elementary School.
• New ceiling and lights in the High School 

in the gym/auditorium corridor.
WORK IS SCHEDULED TO BE COMPLETED BY 
FALL 2023.
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Shelly West Thompson considers several factors 
when selecting Marion’s annual musical. One of the 
most important aspects of her decision centers around 
one question: Does the show fit the cast?

Thompson believes that she found a perfect match 
for this year’s musical in “Anything Goes,” a Cole Porter 
production that made its Broadway debut in 1934. 
Performances are scheduled for 8 p.m. on Friday, March 
10 and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday, March 11. Tickets 
are $10 and go on sale to the public on Feb. 28.

This year’s production also includes a new wrinkle. 
Tap dancing, lots of tap dancing.

 “I chose it because we haven’t done a tap show in 
a long time and the kids wanted to do a tap show,” 
Thompson said. “I also chose it because it has a lot of 
roles and I know that I had the students to fill them. I 
had the right kids.”

Potential cast members, including many with no 
tap experience, got an early start before auditions in 
November.

 “We started tap lessons in September,” Thompson 
said. “I taught them the basics and we just took it from 
there.”

Senior Ryan O’Leary, who plays the role of Moonface 
Martin, is participating in his fourth musical. He did a 
little bit of tapping in “Beauty and the Beast” as a ninth 
grader, but it was nothing like the amount involved in his 
current role. 

“It has been a great time learning to tap and hopefully 
I can keep on tapping later on in life,” O’Leary said. “You 
have to be on beat. If you can’t get in rhythm, you aren’t 
going anywhere.” 

Senior Jacob Couperus was a member of the stage 
crew last year and joined choir this fall in hopes of 
participating in the musical. He is playing the role of 
Elisha Whitney.

“It’s a new experience and it’s given me a better view 
on things,” Couperus said. “I am usually coming at 
things from the sports side, but this has been so much 
fun being here with my buddies and my girlfriend.” 

As for the tapping? 
“It challenged me, it’s hard,” he said. “But Frau just makes 

it look like we are walking on water, she’s amazing.”
Senior Faith Rinella is in her sixth musical and plays 

Reno Sweeney, an evangelist turned nightclub singer.
“She’s very brassy and she’s very blunt,” Rinella said. 

“She tells it like it is and is unapologetically her.”
Senior Mia Little is in her fifth musical and is playing 

debutante Hope Harcourt. The role presents a bit of a 
challenge for Little, who normally sings alto, because it 
is a soprano part but she is finding her range.

“My favorite part about Hope is that she is connected 
to Billy (played by Noah Hamill), and he is one of my 
best friends,” Little said.

Alan Cruz described himself as a “shy kid” when he 
joined musical in eighth grade and the experience has 

MUSIC, FUN ON TAP WITH   
    ANYTHING GOES  
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Cast rehearsal for “Anything Goes”

CAST

helped him to “get outside of my box.” He is cast in 
the role of Lord Evelyn Oakley, Hope’s wealthy and 
eccentric fiancé, this spring.

“It’s pretty fun,” Cruz said. “I get to dance around and 
make a fool of myself.”

The musical has become such a large part of the 
community and cast members are grateful to the 
support they have received and the bonds they have 
forged through the years.

“It was just an overall good experience,” Rinella said. 
“I got to work with a ton of different people, play a 
bunch of different characters and do a lot of dancing.”

ENSEMBLE
Bradley Alip
Maddie Bonafede
Ashley Bulger
Ashley Cervantes-Castillo
Carly Chapman
Brenna Durfey
Reegan Fenn
Maria James
Isabelle Marshall
Sienna Mattison
Taylor Mattison
Aeris Maynard
Ashllyn Maynard
Patience Murray
Tobey Roegiers
Alexis Schultz
Ava Sirkin
Emery Sirkin
LeeAnne Taylor
Rebecca VanCamp
Emma Whalen
Haden Williams

Reno Sweeney Faith Rinella
Angel No.1 (Purity) Jillian Edinger 

Angel No. 2(Chastity) Bella Keyser 
Angel No. 3 (Charity) Cora Muller 
Angel No. 4 (Virtue) Meredith DeYoung 

Hope Harcourt Mia Little 
Mrs. Evangeline Harcourt Alysha Kuhn 

Lord Evelyn Oakley Alan Cruz 
Elisha Whitney Jacob Couperus

Billy Crocker Noah Hamill 
Moonface Martin Ryan O’Leary

Erma Meredith Kemp 
Spit Aaron Meyer 

Dippy Aidan Rittenhouse 
Ship’s Captain Sean Meyer 
Ship’s Purser Maddie Bonafede 

Male Quartet - Sailors
Lead Tenor Ryan O’Leary 

Tenor 2 Aaron Meyer 
Bass 1 Roger Olivera-Ortiz 
Bass 2 Aidan Rittenhouse 

Fred / Bartender Tobey Roegiers 
Henry T. Dobson Roger Olivera-Ortiz 

Newspaper Photographer Haden Williams 
Newspaper Reporter Alexis Schultz 

Two FBI Agents Reegan Fenn, LeeAnne Taylor 
Old Lady in a Wheelchair Carly Chapman

Young Swell Haden Williams 
Passenger #1 Ava Sirkin 
Passenger #2 Maria James 
Passenger #3 Ashley Bulger

Sailor #1 Roger Olivera-Ortiz
Sailor #2 Tobey Roegiers

TICKET INFORMATION
Performances of “Anything Goes” are scheduled for 8 p.m. on  
Friday, March 10 and 2 p.m. and 8 p.m. on Saturday, March 11.
Tickets cost $10 and will be available to the general public 
beginning on Tuesday, Feb. 28.
Presale tickets can be purchased the following ways:
• In the High School foyer on Tuesday and Thursday mornings from 7:30 

a.m. until 12:30pm on Feb. 28, March 2, March 7 and March 9.
• At a ticket table at the West Door to the parking lot (Door 16) from 5 

p.m. to 6:30 p.m. on March 1, March 2, March 6, March 7 and March 8.
• At the door before each show.
Will-call tickets (to be paid and picked up either at any of the later sale times 
or at the door) will be available by emailing: tickets4marionmusical@gmail.
com starting Feb. 28. Please note that priority for ticket sales each day will 
be given to in-person sales and will-call seats will be put aside in the evening.

DELOVELY 
DANCERS /  
BILLY AND HOPE
Ashley Bulger
Jake Couperus
Alan Cruz
Meredith DeYoung
Jillian Edinger
Regan Fenn
Sienna Mattison
Aeris Maynard
Ashlynn Maynard
Aaron Meyer
Sean Meyer
Ryan O’Leary
Roger Ortiz
Aidan Rittenhouse
Toby Roegiers
Alexis Schultz
Ava Sirkin
Rebecca VanCamp

TAP CORE
Ashley Bulger
Carly Chapman
Alan Cruz
Meredith DeYoung
Jillian Edinger
Noah Hamill
Maria James
Meredith Kemp
Bella Keyser
Alysha Kuhn
Mia Little
Isabelle Marshall
Sienna Mattison
Taylor Mattison
Cora Muller
Roger Ortiz
Faith Rinella
Aidan Rittenhouse
Alexis Schultz
Ava Sirkin
LeeAnne Taylor
Emma Whalen
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MARION CENTRAL SCHOOL 
FALL SPORTS 
 
 
Girls Varsity Soccer 
The team consisted of the following girls:  
The following girls were named to the Wayne County All-Star Teams. 
 . 
 
 
Girls Varsity Tennis 
. 

 
 
Boys Varsity Soccer 
 
 
 
Boys Varsity Cross Country 

 
 
Girls Varsity Volleyball
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Girls Varsity Soccer
The team consisted of Abigail Marotta, Abby Conover, Hayley Wurster, Emily Gushlaw, Leah Boerman, Mia Hosbach, Hannah Roegiers,  
Ava Schubert, Georgia VanDerMeere, McKayla VanDerMeere, Alyna Hayes, Amaya Hayes, Payton Walters, Ashley Cervantes, Jenna Kuhn, 
Ngalula Mulowayi and Lydia McKay. The head coach was Lori DeLyser.

The following girls were named to the Wayne 
County All-Star Teams: First Team: Abigail 
Marotta, Ava Schubert and Hayley Wurster. Second 
Team: Hannah Roegiers, Abby Conover and Emily 
Gushlaw. Third Team: Mia Hosbach, Leah Boerman 
and Alyna Hayes.

Hannah Roegiers was named to the Section V Class 
C All-Tournament Team and Abigail Marotta was 
selected to the All-Greater Rochester First Team, 
New York State All-State Fourth Team and was 
named the Bill White Award Winner. 

MARION CENTRAL SCHOOL

Girls Varsity Volleyball
The Varsity Volleyball team consisted of the following girls: 
Meredith DeYoung, Faith Rinella, Mia Little, Meredith Kemp, 
Alysha Kuhn, Cassidy Loveless, April Mousso, Grace Colburn, 
Alivia Vandergrift, Carly Chapman, Jillian Edinger, Kayla 
Bellefontaine, Sienna Mattison and Kaydence Potter. The 
head coach was MacKenzie Buckles.
 
Meredith DeYoung was named to the Wayne County All-Star 
First Team and was the Bill White Award winner. 

Girls Varsity Tennis
The merged Marion/Gananda Girls Tennis Team consisted of the 
following girls: Hope Hansen, Patience Murray, Hannah Royce, 
Lenore McAdam, Larisa Kotok and Paige VanAlstyne. The head 
coach was Terry Krocke.

Hope Hansen and Paige VanAlstyne were named to the Wayne 
County All-Star Doubles First Team. 

Larisa Kotok was named the Wayne County Player of the Year, 
Wayne County All-Star First Team, All-Greater Rochester First 
Team, won the Class B2 Individual Sectionals, represented 
Marion in the State Tournament and was named the Bill White 
Award winner. 
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Varsity Football 
The merged Newark/Marion Football team players from Marion 
consisted of the following boys: Alec-Edward Sedore, Landon 
Clawson, Devin Shaw and Zachary Kuelling. 

Boys Varsity Soccer
The Boys Soccer Team consisted of the following boys: Aidan Miller, Liam Phelps, Jacob Couperus, Michael Phillips, Austin VanDeWalle, Oren 
Welch, Ethan Welch, Aiden Pomerantz, Ethan Reesor, Alan Cruz, Joey Savage, Keanu Button, Christian Dunham, Joseph Casper, Landon Wertz, 
Jacob Williams, Ryan Sicienski, Nicholas Whitney, Thomas Burlee, Mitchell Hendricks, John Mousso, Aidan Rittenhouse, Austin Phillips and 
Ryan O’Leary. The head coach was Jared DeLyser.
 
The following boys were named to the Wayne 
County All-Star Teams: First Team: Aidan Miller, 
Michael Phillips and Liam Phelps. Second 
Team: Ethan Welch. Third Team: Oren Welch, 
Joey Savage, and Austin Phillips. Honorable 
Mention: Austin VanDeWalle 
 
Aidan Miller and Liam Phelps were named to 
the Section V Class C All-Tournament Team. 
 
Aidan Miller was the Bill White Award winner. 

Cross Country
The Boys Cross-Country Team consisted of the following boys: 
Michael Ciripompa, George LaClair, and Aaron Meyer. The head 
coach was Paul Pfeiffer.
 
Michael Ciripompa was named to the Wayne-Finger Lakes All-
Star Third Team. 
 
Aaron Meyer was the Bill White Award winner. 

  FALL SPORTS

Varsity Golf 
The merged Sodus/Marion Golf team players 
from Marion consisted of the following boys: 
Liam McKay and Lucas Monroe.
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SOFTBALL PLAYER SIGNS 
LETTER-OF-INTENT

Marion Central School senior Cassidy 
Loveless signed her letter of intent to 
continue her softball career at Finger Lakes 
Community College during a ceremony on 
Jan. 9.

Cassidy, who plans to study sports 
medicine at FLCC, was joined by her 
parents Candice and Matthew, high 
school coaches Lori DeLyser and Delaney 
Joyce, school administrators, teachers, 
teammates and friends.

Cassidy, an infielder, has had a standout 
career playing on the combined Marion-
Gananda varsity team and we wish her the 
best as a future Laker!

NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTS 11 NEW MEMBERS
The Marion High School chapter of the National Honor Society inducted 11 new members during a ceremony on 

Wednesday, Nov. 16 at Marion Junior-Senior High School.
The inductees were selected based on the National Honor Society pillars of Leadership, Character, Scholarship 

and Service. Mrs. Vanessa Hysell, a social studies teacher at Marion Junior-Senior High School served as the 
guest speaker. NHS officers Alysha Kuhn, Faith Rinella, Alan Cruz and Meredith DeYoung spoke on the pillars and 
Lucas Monroe shared information on the NHS emblem.

New members include:

Class of 2023 -  Mia Little

Class of 2024 - Leah Boerman, Joseph Casper, 
Carly Chapman, Jazale Cromartie, Hope Hansen, Mia 
Hosbach, Aidan Miller, Hannah Roegiers, Ryan Scienski, 
Landon Wertz.

Current members of NHS include: Alan Cruz (Secretary), Meredith DeYoung (Treasurer), Alysha Kuhn (President), 
Jessica LaClair, Lucas Monroe, Ryan O’Leary, Michael Phillips, Lillian Reitz, Faith Rinella (Vice President) and 
Hayley Wurster.

Mrs. Shelly Thompson is the chapter adviser. The faculty council consists of Mrs. Vanessa Hysell, Mrs. Sharon 
Duffy and Mrs. Ann Maine.

ETHAN WELCH BREAKS SCHOOL 
RECORD IN POLE VAULT

Marion High School junior Ethan 
Welch is off to a flying start to the 
2022-23 indoor track and field season.

Ethan, a pole vaulter, set a school 
indoor record for the third time this 
season when he cleared 13-feet, 
3-inches at the Wayne-Finger Lakes 
Division 2 championships at Rochester 
Institute of Technology on Jan. 12.

Ethan set the previous mark of 13-feet set 
during a Wayne-Finger Lakes League meet on 
Dec. 29 at RIT. The effort eclipsed Ethan’s previous record, 
set on Dec. 16, by nine inches.

“I feel like my speed is better and my form and technique are coming 
together,” Ethan said.

Ethan won the Wayne-Finger Lakes Championships on Jan. 28 and 
entered February tied with two vaulters from Hilton for the top pole 
vault in all of Section V this season. He also won the 2022 Section V 
Class A3 indoor pole vault title with an effort of 10-9 and the Class B 
outdoor championship by clearing 11-6.

“He’s an 11th grader now, so a lot of it is that he is getting bigger, 
stronger and faster,” Marion head coach Paul Pfeiffer said.

Pat McKechney set the previous indoor school record of 11-6 in 2010.
CONGRATULATIONS, ETHAN! 
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DISTRICT WELCOMES FIRST THERAPY DOG
The Marion Central School 

District welcomed its first 
therapy dog in January.

Stanley, a Golden 
Doodle who will turn 
2 years old in May, 
is now a regular 
presence in Mrs. 
VanCamp’s third grade 
classroom. Stanley 
has been in training since 
he was 8 weeks old and he 
received his Canine Good Citizenship 
certification in November and is 
working toward earning his Therapy 
Dog Certification this spring.

Mrs. VanCamp, who began teaching 
at Marion Elementary in 1996, originally 
got the idea of having a therapy dog 
from a colleague in another district. 
After her husband brought Stanley to an 
outdoor meet-and-greet with her class 
last year, she went all in on training 
Stanley as a therapy dog.

“It was amazing to see the students’ 
reactions; they were so happy,” she 
recalled. “One of the comments I’ll 
never forget was, ‘Meeting Stanley was 
the BEST day of my life!’ He brought out 
so much joy in this brief visit and that is 
what solidified my decision to continue 
down the path of therapy certification.” 

Stanley began coming to school for 
half days in early January. He moved 
up to full days on Jan. 30 and has 
already made a strong connection with 
students and staff.

“He’s fluffy and he sits on me,” 
said Ben Gilman, a student in Mrs. 
VanCamp’s class.

“It’s just fun that he will curl up next 

to you,” added Mason Webb. 
“It’s also nice that he can go 

outside at recess and run 
around.”

Stanley is also 
very aware of his 
surroundings.

“Whenever somebody 
goes out of the room and 

comes back, Stanley goes 
up to that person and greets 

them,” said Kendyl White.
Stanley also helps Mrs. VanCamp 

teach valuable lessons.
“He definitely adds a positive 

atmosphere to the room, he makes the 
kids so happy,” Mrs. VanCamp said.  
“The students absolutely love him 
and look forward to coming to school.  
Each morning students can’t wait to 
be the first one in the room to greet 
Stanley…Wherever he goes, he brings 
out smiles in both staff and students.

“Having Stanley in our classroom 
provides a great opportunity for me 
to instruct students in dog safety, the 
steps in safely greeting a dog and how 
to treat an animal with love, care and 
respect; all topics that are important 
for kids to learn at a young age.”

Dr. Ellen Lloyd, the former Marion 
Elementary Principal who is now 
Superintendent of Schools, has been 
impressed with Stanley.  

 “I think that Stanley definitely brings 
that relaxation and decompression 
piece,” Dr. Lloyd said. “There is also 
that homey feel and that burst of 
positivity. I don’t know how you can’t be 
happy watching that dog trot through 
the hallways.” 

MARION ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL RECEIVES 
GRANT FOR MINI-CAMPS

The Marion Central School District 
recently received a $19,971 grant 
from the ESL Federal Credit Union to 
support after school mini-camps at 
Marion Elementary School.

The grant will provide support 
for 36 more mini-camps 
which translates to about 450 
opportunities for MES students.

“We are very grateful to ESL 
for their generous support of our 
after school mini-camps,” said 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Ellen 
M. Lloyd, who was principal at MES 
when the mini-camp programs 
launched last spring. “This grant will 
give us the opportunity to provide a 
lot of unique offerings and give our 
students the ability to explore new 
topics and try new activities.”

The after school mini-camps 
started last spring in hopes of 
having 20 percent of MES students 
participate in after school activities 
led by interested staff members. 
Fifty-one percent of MES students 
took part in activities last spring and 
that number has continued to grow.

Mini-camp program topics have 
included: Board Games, Learning 
Cursive, Belculfine Bakes, Kindness 
Batters, Lego Camp, It’s All Fun 
and Games Active Mini Camp, 
Reader’s Theater, Mileage Club, 
Snow Shoeing, All Sorts of Sports, 
Battle of the Books, Dog Lovers, 
Introduction to Coding with Scratch, 
Board Games, Play-Doh Picnic and 
Exploring Science Phenomena. 

Meet Roberta
Marion Junior-Senior High School students also 

have a canine companion in training.
Roberta, a 2-year-old Golden Retriever, is a  

puppy in training who has started to visit  
Ms. Flaherty’s English classes.
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UNIVERSAL PRE-KINDERGARTEN KINDERGARTEN

Students must be 4 years old  
on or before Dec. 1, 2023

Students must be 5 years old  
on or before Dec. 1, 2023

Go to www.marioncs.org/Domain/102 and print the registration packet.  
If you do not have a printer, please call 315-926-2300 to have a packet mailed to you.

Complete the registration packet

Call Sandy Friday at 315-926-2300 x1205 to make an appointment to submit the  
registration packet and required documents (Between the dates of 3/16 & 4/24)

UPK and Kindergarten RegistrationUPK and Kindergarten RegistrationUPK and Kindergarten RegistrationUPK and Kindergarten Registration
MARCH 15, 2023 - APRIL 24, 2023

Please Note For UPK:
• There is a possibility that UPK will be full day

Please Note For Kindergarten:
• Current Marion UPK Students are already registered 

for Kindergarten.
• If your student did not attend UPK in Marion, please 

complete the registration process listed above.
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